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WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



Internationa! application No. 

PCT/EP2007/005824 



Box No. I 



Basis of this opinion 



With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 
LXj the i ntemational application in the language m which it was filed 



I I the Ira 



anslation of the international application into 



, which is the language of 



translation furnished for the purposes of international search (Rule 12.3(a) and 23. 1(b)). 



2. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application and necessary to the claimed 
invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

a. type of material 

| | a sequence listing 

| | table(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material 
| | ( >n paper 

| | in electronic term 

c. time of filing/furnishing 

| contained in the international application as tiled 
; j filed together with the international application in electronic form 
I | furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search 

3. J In addition, in the case- that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and/or table(s) relating thereto has been filed or 

furnished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional copies is identical to that in the application as 
filed or does not go beyond the application as tiled, as appropriate, were furnished. 

4. Add i t i o na I co m me n t s ; 
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WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



International application No. 

PCT/EP2007/005824 



Box No. II Priority 

S7\ The validity of the priority claim has not been considered because the International Searching Authority does not have in its 
possession a copy of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed or, where required, a translation ot that earlier 
application. This opinion has nevertheless been established on the assumption that the relevant date (Rules 43Ws. 1 and 64.1) is the 
claimed priority date. 

□ This opinion has been established as if no priority had been claimed due to the fact that the priority claim has been found invalid 
(Rules 43toi.l and 64.1). Thus lor the purposes of this opinion, the international filing date indicated above is considered to be the 
relevant date. 



3. Additional observations, if necessary: 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43bis.l(a)<i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations su pporting such statement 

i Statement 

Novelty (N) 

inventive step (IS) 



Claims 1~9 
Claims 



Claims 1 - 
Claims 



Industrial applicability (IA) Claims 1~~ 9 
Claims 



YES 
NO 



YES 
NO 



YES 
NO 



2. Citations and explanations: 

1 Reference is made to the following documents: 

Dl: DE 199 28 325 Al (KRONES AG [DE]) 28 December 

2000 (2000-12-28) 
D2: US-B1-6 446 781 (DE VILLELE DAMIEM) 
10 September 2002 (2002-09-10) 



2 Document Dl, which is considered to be the closest 
prior art, describes (cf. figure 1; the references 
between parentheses apply to this document) : 

A conveying apparatus (6-9) for articles (1) , 
having a first conveyor (9), a second conveyor 
(7) and a buffer (11, 32) which is arranged 
therebetween and is connected to the first and 
the second conveyors via a first transfer 
location, wherein the first and the second 
conveyors (9, 7) are connected to the buffer 
separately from one another via a first 
transfer location in each case (column 3, 
lines 61-65) , and a switchable intermediate 
conveyor (6) which bypasses the buffer is 
provided (column 4, lines 4-6) , 



from which the subject matter of independent claim 1 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43bis.l(a)<i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicaouuj , 

citations and explanations supporting such statement ___ __ 



differs in that 



the intermediate conveyor is in conveying 
connection with the first and the second 
conveyors via a respective second transfer 
location (which is separate in the sense o 
the respectively first transfer location) . 



2.1 The subject matter of claim 1 is thus novel (PCT 
Article 33 (2) ) . 

The distinguishing feature has the effect that the 
initial positioning of the buffer store, which 
extends essentially tangentially from the star wheel 
9 or, conversely, to the star wheel 8, is separate 
from the common tangent to the star wheels 9 and 6 
and/or 6 and 7. The problem addressed by the present 
invention can therefore be considered that of 
providing a conveying apparatus which can be adapted 
in flexible fashion to different buffer solutions 
and, in particular, buffer positionings . 

2.2 The solution to this problem, as proposed in claim 1 
of the present application, is considered to involve 
an inventive step (PCT Article 33(3)), for the 
following reasons: 

Although it is known, in the relevant field, to form 
diverters by means of star wheels of which the 
transfer locations are unavoidably offset at an 
angle, see, for example D2, this does not 
necessarily mean that a person skilled in the art 
would assign such diverters to the star wheels 9 and 
7 known from Dl, since the star wheel 6 is also 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43bis. 1(a)(1) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

available as a buffer connection. Furthermore, it is 
questionable whether a person skilled in the art, in 
view of the obviously constricted space conditions 
in the filling arrangement as per Dl, would even 
attempt any modification. 



2.3 Claims 2-9 are dependent on claim 1 and as such 

likewise meet the PCT requirements of novelty and 
inventive step. 
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